Mini-scenario: Dodge City, KS (DDC)

Mini-scenario Exercise
NWS Weather Forecast Office: Dodge City, KS (DDC)
Time:  2015 May 27, 1930 UTC
Location:  Finney and Lane County, KS
Overview
This “mini-scenario” provides practice of skills necessary to be an effective NWS Warning Forecaster:

Objectives

Given a set of instructions and AWIPS data, your warning team will:

· Analyze storm intensity and trends using multi-sensor products

· Consider near storm environment

· Perform detailed assessment of main hazards

· Issue appropriate warnings and advisories as needed
Instructions
· Complete the tasks and answer the questions in this exercise. We suggest: 
· Evaluate the storm intensity by first assessing updraft intensity and trends

· Evaluate the convective environment and provide a detailed analysis of features leading to convective initiation. Provide your reasoning in the space provided on the worksheet.

· Evaluate the near storm environment using the most recent RAP13 sounding, modified by surface temp, dewpoint, and cloud motions at appropriate levels.
· Briefing Format (10 minute limit): 
· Team member #1 will assess storm intensity (updraft) by evaluating:
· Storm top cooling rates

· Anvil growth, 

· MRMS 50 dBZ thickness above 0C level.

· Total lightning rate.
· Team member #2 will assess near storm environment
· Team member #3 will draft and issue appropriate warnings and statements.
Decision point
1. Use WarnGen to issue any product(s) you deem necessary for Lane County, KS. Be sure to include proper wording and formatting. Explain your reasoning.

2. After issuing your products, Lane County, KS Emergency Manager (EM) Tim Schmidt calls again asking for a short-term forecast for Lane County. What do you tell him?  There is an outdoor fair in the area.
1
2

