Mini-scenario: Dodge City, KS (DDC)

Mini-scenario Exercise
NWS Weather Forecast Office: Dodge City, KS (DDC)
Time:  2015 May 27, 1730 – 1830 UTC
Location:  Finney County, KS
Overview
This “mini-scenario” provides practice of skills necessary to be an effective NWS Warning Forecaster:

· Evaluate the pre convective environment
· Perform a detailed analysis of  all data available
· Issue a short-term forecast of convective initiation
Objectives

Given a set of instructions and AWIPS data, your warning team will:

1. Provide sound meteorological reasoning for your decisions (last page).
Instructions
· Complete the tasks and answer the questions in this exercise. We suggest: 
· Evaluate the pre-convective environment and provide a detailed analysis of features leading to convective initiation. Provide your reasoning in the space provided on the worksheet.
· Briefing Format (10 minute limit): 
· Team member #1 will cover the near-storm environment.

· Presentation must include the near-storm environment sounding.

· Must reveal the team’s risk evaluation for each hazard.

· Team member #2 will issue a special weather statement outlining the areas of greatest threat of storms and hazard types in the following 2 hours (last page).
· Team member #3 will answer a question regarding a DSS event.
Evaluate the Near-Storm Environment
Evaluate the environment for Finney County, KS at 1730 – 1830 UTC:
1.  SYNOPTIC SETTING:  Analyze any model and sounding data to assess the synoptic environments for this region

2. SATELLITE/SURFACE CONDITIONS:  Using your knowledge learned in this course, analyze all available satellite data to identify any features which might lead to convective initiation. Provide detail on relative strength of the features and how they all work together for storm initiation
Decision point
1. Use WarnGen to issue any product(s) you deem necessary for Finney County, KS. Be sure to include proper wording and formatting. Explain your reasoning.

2. After issuing your products, Haskell County, KS Emergency Manager (EM) Victor Ortiz calls asking for a short-term forecast for Haskell County. What do you tell him?
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