Group C – Political Action Group Inquiry

It’s late October of 2011, and a representative from a political action group supporting the campaigns of several candidates across the western states has contacted you.  These candidates are receiving numerous inquiries regarding climate topics and they do not feel qualified to answer most of them.  Polls have shown that in the past, the public have not put much trust in their local leaders, including Arnold Schwarzenegger.  This action group wants to get some solid facts regarding climate impacts expected in the west as a wide range of opinions are appearing in print and on the web.
Here are the questions the candidates want help with: 
“NOAA’s Winter Outlook really highlights a repeat of a La Niña event. It shows that much of the west coast and Alaska will be much colder than normal.  With so many residents supporting the concept of global warming, they want to know why would such a broad area of the west be forecast to be cold? 
Over the past several years, long range outlooks for the west coast seem to be fairly accurate – but if the global warming is real, won’t that support a tendency for more El Niño events and fewer La Niñas?
Can you give our group solid evidence that global warming exists?  
Indices such as the SOI and ONI clearly show recent cooling in the tropical Pacific, with La Niñas prevailing. Aren’t these related to global cooling proven by recent snowy winters in New York City and the west as well as cold temperatures in England and China?
Are there plans to limit development along our (west) coasts because of mudslides associated with turbocharged El Niños that would occur in a global warming scenario?
Your assignment is to prepare a quick briefing or oral response to help out the political action group and the candidates with their questions.  You may use information from the course or any other appropriate materials. 



Released on October 20, 2011, please see web release at: http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2011/20111020_winteroutlook.html
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Link to Article:
http://www.energytribune.com/articles.cfm/8778/La-Nina-Throws-Cold-Water-on-Global-Warming
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